
Applicant submits joint Federal/ State application form,
with all necessary accompanying information 

MDE acknowledges receipt of application in writing,
and assigns it a project number

MDE categorizes project according to proposed impact as:
Category 1, 2, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4, LOA, or Exempt

Public notice issued for opportunity
 to submit written comments or request public

 information hearing (Categories 3b, 3c, 4)

Public informational hearing requested
and held

MDE/ Corps consider any comments, permit is granted, conditioned, or denied
 Written notice of permit decision mailed to applicant and interested persons

Permitted work begins Applicant may wait 
and re-submit

 

Person with legal rights, duties, privileges other than general
public, adversely affected by MDE’s decision to grant, deny,
or condition a permit, may request a contested case hearing 

MDE makes final decision on basis of contested hearing

The Wetlands Permit ProcessThe Wetlands Permit Process

Permit granted Permit denied

MDE forwards applications
 to the Corps for review

(Category 2-4)

Category 1
 applications evaluated

by impact type

Interagency 
review

(Category 3)



Permit Application Receipt and EntryPermit Application Receipt and Entry

Applicant submits joint Federal/ State application form to MDE 

MDE acknowledges receipt of application in writing, assigns it a project number, and notifies applicant whether
 or not it is complete enough for processing

Applicant can request a pre-application 
meeting with an MDE permit reviewer for 
their region, to gain advice for preliminary

project planning

Applicant can request a pre-application
jurisdictional determination (JD) of wetlands

and waters on their site

MDE receives request, forwards 
request to Corps

Corps completes JD, notifies
applicant, sends a copy to MDE

(JD valid for 5 years)

Project not complete enough for
processing, applicant sends

additional requested materials

Project complete for processing

Project data recorded, entered into RAMS, and forwarded to appropriate reviewers including; Nontidal 
Wetlands, Tidal Wetlands, Dam Safety, DNR, and Maryland Historical Trust 



Permit Review, Coordination, &Permit Review, Coordination, &
CategorizationCategorization

Project data recorded, entered into RAMS, and forwarded to appropriate reviewers

Copies of projects
with potential 

impacts to historical
or archeological 
sites are sent to

to Maryland
Historical Trust

Copies of projects
with potential 

impacts to wetlands
of special state 

concern are 
sent to 
DNR

Projects with
potential impacts

to tidal
wetlands are

forwarded to the
Tidal Wetlands

Division

Projects with
potential impacts

to nontidal
wetlands are

forwarded to the
Nontidal Wetlands

Division

Copies of projects
with potential 

impacts to 
impounded waters 
are forwarded to
the Dam Safety

Division

Maryland Historical Trust and the 
Department of Natural Resources 

have 30 days to complete their 
review of the project, otherwise they 
are considered to have no objections

Project applications are reviewed by MDE Section Chiefs, and are categorized by impact, as designated
by the Maryland State Programmatic General permit (MDSPGP), and COMAR

Category I projects,
reviewed by MDE

Category II-IV projects are
forwarded to the Corps for review

Within 45 days of receipt, MDE notifies applicant in writing if application requires further information, 
and if delineation is accurate

Corps sends comments on project
to applicant and MDE

MDE project reviewers check application for accuracy of delineation, and evaluate the project for 
inclusion of all data needed to complete project review

Applicant returns application with
additional requested information

Category N/A projects
including exempt projects,
Authorizations to Proceed,

and floodplain only impacts,
reviewed by MDE



Permit Public Notice Hearing, & Decision ProcessPermit Public Notice Hearing, & Decision Process

Within 45 days of receipt, MDE notifies applicant in writing if application requires further information, 
and if delineation is accurate

Public notice issued for 30 days, (coinciding
with agency review) for the opportunity

 to submit written comments or request public
 information hearing

Public informational hearing 
 requested

Written notice of permit decision mailed to applicant and interested persons

Category III Projects placed on interagency review for 30 days with
 EPA, FWS, NMFS, DNR, MHT

(Category IIIa)

Within 10 days, Corps notifies
MDE if project is eligible for

MDSPGP authorization

Hearing held within 45 days of public
notice expiration date

Applicant and interested persons given
 chance to present facts and statements

Within 45 days, MDE considers any 
comments, then grants, conditions, or

denies permit

Within 60 days of determination that application
 is complete and data correct, MDE considers

any comments, then grants, denies, or conditions 
permit

Permitted work begins
within 3 years, is 

completed
 within 10 years

Applicant may wait 
and re-submit

 after 6 months, 
unless application
 is substantially

 changed

Person with legal rights, duties, privileges other than general
public, adversely affected by MDE’s decision to grant, deny,
or condition a permit, may request a contested case hearing
in writing, within 30 days of issuance of permit decision 

Hearing held according to: Administrative Procedure 
Act, COMAR

MDE makes final decision on basis of contested hearing

Permit granted Permit denied

(Category IIIb, IIIc)

(Category I & II projects)


